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AI governance
As automation promises increasing-
ly  “frictionless” enforcement, pre-
serving the space in which human 
judgment, discretion, and mercy can 
operate may become a central task 
for public law. 
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Disaster history research
Disaster history research has 
shifted from natural-event stud-
ies to holistic, social, environ-
mental, and global approaches, 
urging interdisciplinary, full-
cycle, practical research for mod-
ern disaster governance.
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Horses in early China
The spread and use of horses 
helped reshape patterns of pop-
ulation interaction, the military 
landscape, and even the course 
of civilization during the Shang 
and Zhou periods.
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Museum-based cultural exchange
In recent years, Chinese muse-
ums have actively pursued coop-
eration with museums world-
wide, exploring new exhibition 
themes and innovative forms 
of collaboration to promote dia-
logue among civilizations.

By BAI LE

On Sept. 12–13, Chinese President 
Xi Jinping attended the 18th BRICS 
Summit in New Delhi, India. This year 
marks the 20th anniversary of BRICS 
cooperation. Having grown from the 
original four countries into today’s “greater 
BRICS,” with 11 full members and 10 
partner countries, the BRICS mechanism 
has become the world’s most influential 
platform for cooperation among emerging 
markets and developing countries. At this 
juncture between past achievements and 
future development, the 18th BRICS Sum-
mit has continued to draw keen attention 
from scholars abroad.

Representative force of the Global South
Binod Singh Ajatshatru, director of 

the BRICS Institute in New Delhi, said 
the summit’s successful convening sig-
nals the arrival of an era shaped by the 
Global South.

During the summit, the five initiatives 
China put forward for deepening BRICS 
cooperation—the open source and inclu-
sive AI initiative, the trade and investment 
facilitation initiative, the digital industry 
cooperation initiative, the intelligent man-
ufacturing cooperation initiative, and the 
science and technology talent development 
initiative—attracted widespread attention. 
Ajatshatru noted that BRICS countries 
believe that, to shape the future, they must 
take a candid view of the close ties among 
member states and fully recognize that 
their relationships are complementary 
rather than competitive.

Since the 2025 BRICS Summit in 
Rio de Janeiro, BRICS members have 
held multiple rounds of discussions and 
consultations. William Daldegan, a pro-
fessor from the Institute of Philosophy, 
Sociology and Politics at the Federal 
University of Pelotas in Brazil, said that 
these exchanges helped pave the way for 
the adoption of the BRICS New Delhi 
Declaration at this year’s summit and for 
agreement on a series of important issues. 
Discussions also went deeper into trade, 
finance, and other areas, while artificial 
intelligence and digital industry coopera-
tion emerged as key topics.

Reflecting on the past two decades, 
Daldegan said the BRICS mechanism has 
withstood severe tests such as the financial 
crisis and continually renewed its vitality in 
responding to challenges. Today, he added, 
BRICS displays strong political cohesion 
and appeal, particularly at a time when 
multilateralism faces setbacks and unilat-
eralism, protectionism, and isolationism 
are on the rise.

Robert Walker, an emeritus professor 
from Green Templeton College at the 
University of Oxford, remarked that the 
BRICS mechanism has increasingly be-
come a representative force of the Global 
South. By purchasing power parity, BRICS 
members account for roughly 40% of the 
global economy and contribute more than 
50% of global economic growth.

For economies struggling to fully real-
ize their potential and aspirations under 
the existing international system, the 
BRICS mechanism offers an effective 
alternative and greater room for growth, 
according to Yaroslav Lissovolik, a mem-
ber of the Russian International Affairs 
Council and founder of the think tank 
BRICS+ Analytics.

Continued expansion, new stage of devel-
opment

In recent years, the number of countries 
applying to join the BRICS mechanism 
has continued to rise, making expansion 
a defining feature of its development. For 
Daldegan, the growing interest among 
emerging markets and developing coun-

tries in joining BRICS is itself evidence of 
the mechanism’s continued growth.

In January 2024, Egypt, the United 
Arab Emirates, Iran, and Ethiopia formally 
became BRICS members. In October 
that year, during the 16th BRICS Summit 
in Kazan, Russia, BRICS introduced the 
“partner country” model, reflecting the 
mechanism’s broad recognition among 
developing countries. In 2025, Indonesia 
formally joined BRICS, while Malaysia, 
Thailand, Vietnam, Belarus, Bolivia, Cuba, 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Uganda, and 
Nigeria became BRICS partner countries.

Walker attributed BRICS expansion 
in part to the lack of effective channels 
through which developing countries can 
express their interests in the global gover-
nance system. He noted that even within 
the United Nations, where developing 
countries make up a relatively large share 
of the membership, decision-making pow-
er on some major issues still rests largely 
with developed countries.

According to Daldegan, expansion has 
increased the diversity within BRICS, but 
this diversity is not an obstacle to coop-
eration; rather, it can serve as a catalyst 
for advancing it. He noted that BRICS 
upholds multilateralism, acknowledges 
differences among countries, and seeks 
to turn those differences into momentum 
for mutually beneficial cooperation. By 
accommodating differences, maintaining 
institutional flexibility, and encouraging 
independent action, BRICS cooperation 
has continued to build internal mo-

mentum and foster consensus among 
member states. Daldegan added that this 
flexibility, pragmatism, and freedom from 
rigid institutional constraints have helped 
Global South countries gain a greater 
voice and broader participation in the 
global governance system.

In recent years, founding members, 
new members, and partner countries have 
taken steps to further strengthen the vital-
ity of the BRICS mechanism while balanc-
ing the interests and concerns of different 
parties. Lissovolik described balance as 
an important principle guiding deeper 
BRICS cooperation. He said the “partner 
country” model was designed to accom-
modate the differing needs of established 
members, newer members, and prospec-
tive participants.

As the world enters a new period of tur-
bulence and transformation, BRICS bears 
significant responsibility for promoting 
global economic recovery and safeguard-
ing peace and stability. Lissovolik empha-
sized that the diversity of development 
paths and models within BRICS has 
enriched the global economic landscape. 
In his view, the more successful examples 
of such diverse development emerge, the 
more they can offer Global South coun-
tries seeking paths suited to their own 
national conditions.

Walker commended China’s efforts to 
promote the building of a community with 
a shared future for humanity, describing the 
BRICS mechanism as a concrete expres-
sion of that vision. Lissovolik, meanwhile, 
underscored China’s important role at key 
junctures and critical moments. He singled 
out the “BRICS Plus” cooperation concept, 
first proposed during the 2017 BRICS Sum-
mit in Xiamen, southeast China’s Fujian 
Province, as one of China’s most notable 
contributions. In his view, the concept is 
inclusive rather than exclusive, promotes 
shared benefits, and responds directly to 
the development needs of the Global South.

Ajatshatru emphasized, “The Global 
South already accounts for half the world, 
and BRICS countries are keenly aware of 
this.” He added that Global South coun-
tries will continue to uphold their own po-
sitions as they pursue development paths 
suited to their national conditions.

Rail Bhawan, headquarters of Indian Railways in New Delhi, is illumi-
nated on Sept. 10, 2026, in preparation for the 18th BRICS Summit. 
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18th BRICS Summit draws keen academic attention

By ZHANG QINGLI 
and BAN XIAOYUE

In April this year, China’s Ministry of Edu-
cation and four other departments jointly 
issued the “AI + Education” Action Plan, 
which explicitly states that by 2030, a pat-
tern of deep integration between artificial 
intelligence (AI) and education will have 
basically taken shape as AI continues to re-
shape the landscape of university education.

The extent to which AI has entered 
university classrooms around the world 
has far exceeded what many people might 
imagine. Chen Xiangdong, a professor 
from the Faculty of Education at East 
China Normal University, cautioned 

against hastily labeling the use of AI as 
“dependence.” Human progress, he noted, 
has always involved expanding human 
capabilities through the use of new tools. 
The real questions are what people depend 
on, to what extent, and what irreplaceable 
abilities they retain after using such tools.

When AI can perform many of the learn-
ing tasks students once had to complete 
themselves, what irreplaceable value do 
universities still offer? Wang Qiong, a pro-
fessor from the Graduate School of Educa-
tion at Peking University, argued that a uni-
versity’s core value lies in “a group of people 
being present together for a common goal.”

For Chen, what AI cannot replace are 
experiences that people themselves must 

feel, take responsibility for, learn from, and 
make choices about. As students develop, 
for example, they may confront failed proj-
ects, unsuccessful experiments, or rejected 
papers and, with support from their teach-
ers, search for new approaches. They may 
also navigate interpersonal friction in genu-
ine collaboration, build trust, and continue 
asking questions about the meaning of life.

Hu Xiaoyong, director of the Center for 
Teacher Development and executive deputy 
director of the Institute of Artificial Intel-
ligence in Education at South China Normal 
University, argued that if teaching is under-
stood more broadly than the transmission of 
knowledge and training of skills, the rise of 
AI does not spell the end of the profession.

Su Dechao, a professor from the School 
of Philosophy at Wuhan University, noted 
that AI can provide people with conclu-
sions about values, but values themselves 
take shape gradually through the feelings, 
judgments, and inclinations to act that 
people develop in concrete relationships.

Some Chinese universities have already 
begun exploring new approaches. Tsing-
hua University has built an AI general edu-
cation curriculum system covering five ar-
eas and 57 courses, as well as an “AI course 
matrix” comprising 162 courses, providing 
multiple levels of entry for students in the 
humanities, sciences, engineering, medi-
cine, and other fields.

How should higher education address challenges of AI?


